Percutaneous transhepatic portal embolization for persistent bile leakage after hepatic resection: report of a case.
Bile leakage is a relatively common complication after hepatic resection. We report a case of intractable bile leakage after hepatectomy, which was successfully treated by percutaneous transhepatic portal embolization (PTPE). A 58-year-old Japanese man underwent anterior resection of the rectum followed by central bisegmentectomy of the liver (S4 + S5 + S8) for rectal cancer with liver metastasis. Bile leakage from the cut surface of the posterior segment developed on postoperative day 2. Conservative management with simple drainage and ethanol injections into the fistula proved ineffective. Thus, we performed PTPE in the posterior portal branch to eliminate the production of bile from the posterior segment and to block the enterohepatic circulation to that segment. His post-treatment course was uneventful and the bile leakage resolved immediately.